FROM POPULIST TO DEMOCRAT     379

We will not here reverse ourselves and refuse
to accept victory now so easily within our
reach. "We will not refuse the proffered assist-
ance of at least 3,000,000 free silver Democrats,
and not less than 1,000,000 'free silver Bepub-
licans, simply because they have shown the
good sense to come with an organized army
fully equipped and manned for battle. Let them
have their own divisions and army corps. The
field of glory is open to all competitors who are
fighting for the same principles. . . .

"If we would be victorious we must make
common cause with the heroic men who dom-
inated the Chicago convention. No other course
is either prudent or desirable. We are not
asked to abandon our party, nor would it be
wise to do so. If it is to be preserved we will,
in my judgment, be compelled to take the course
which I am about to indicate. The silver Demo-
crats have lined up as an organization. Now
let the Populists, free silver Eepublieans, and
the American silver party do likewise. . . .

" After due consideration, in which I have
fully canvassed every possible phase of the sub-
ject, I have failed to find a single good reason
to justify us in placing a third ticket in the
field. The exigencies of the hour imperatively
demand that there shall be but one. I would
not endorse the distinguished gentleman named
at Chicago. I would nominate him outright,